EARLSTON HIGH SHOOL
PARENT COUNCIL CORE GROUP

18TH SEPTEMBER 2007

Present
:
Susan Sutherland (Parent), David Blaszk (Parent), Mary Bell (Parent), 




John King (Co-opted) Sheena MacDonald (Parent), John McLennan (Parent),




Michael McLeish (Head Boy, EHS)

Apologies
:
None

1. Welcome  :  Miss Strong welcomed all members to the first meeting of the EHS Parent Council Core Group.  She also reminded the PCCG that 2 groups were in operation.  The Core Group (similar to School Board) and a Sub Group (similar to EHSA).


2. Checklist for the Parent Council  :

i)
Membership  :  Those present were reminded of the membership in relation with the 

constitution.  Numbers did not exceed the maximum of 18 and therefore there was 

no need for names out of a hat.  Miss Strong agreed to email those on the database to 

see if they were still interested in supporting the PCCG.

ii)
Postholders  :  



•
Chair  :  Susan Sutherland was proposed and seconded as chair to the EHS 


PCCG.


•
Vice Chair  :  David Blaszk agreed to act as Vice Chair – this was proposed 


and seconded.


•
Treasurer  :  The Parent Council Sub Group has elected a treasure, Hilary 



Jackson.  Given that the PCSG will be responsible for fundraising and 



therefore more involved in finance, it was decided not to appoint a treasurer.  


Small sums of money will be dealt with by the clerk.


•
Clerk  :  Miss Strong explained that either a parent could take on this duty or 


funds were available  to pay for a clerk.  A parent cannot be paid as clerk.  



John King stated that he may know someone who may be interested in the 



post of Clerk.  Miss Strong agreed to forward details of payment etc.  This 


equates to £180 (£30 per month 1st September 2007 to 30th March 2008.


3. Communication  :  Miss Strong ran through the database of details gathered at a previous planning meeting.  This list will be sent onto Mary Bell at HQ


4. Photograph  :  A photograph of the PCCG will be taken at the next meeting in October.


5. Co-opted members  :  

i)
John King was thanked for continuing to support EGS – he is happy to support 


during 
the transition stage from School Board to Parent Council.
ii)
All agreed that Fiona McQueen should be approached – Susan Sutherland to action.
iii)
The PCCG would like a member of the staff (teaching or non-teaching) to join the 

group.  Miss Strong to request volunteers through the Staff Bulletin.


6. Elected Members  :  After discussion it was agreed to approach elected members on a needs must basis only rather than attendance at each meeting.


7. Dates for Meetings  :  The PCCG meetings were planned for :

18th September 2007
16th October 2007 *now 18th
13th November 2007 
15th January 2007 *now 17th 
19th February 2008

18th March 2008

20th May 2008

Several members requested consideration for another night.  The proposed changes are 18th October and 17th January.


8. Finance  :  

i)
Funds are available for special events to encourage/enable parent to attend ie crèche.
ii)
Payment is available for the Clerk (if not a parent) (£180 - £30 per month 



September - March).
iii)
Admin funds are provided for help to communicate with parents.  They are not 


supposed to be used to provide gifts, treats etc.  Miss Strong will speak to Leona 


Bendall to clarify exact funding streams for EHS.  (£150 - £25 per month (Sept to 


March 2008).


9. Insurance  :  Public liability insurance has been purchased.  Subsequently Mary Bell confirmed that this was in place until March 2008.


10. Parent Council Sub Group Representation  :  The PC Sub Group met last month and Sheena MacDonald (Chair) and Claire MacDonald agreed to represent the PCSG at PCCG meetings.  Sheena reminded the group that it may be necessary to deputise from time to time.  All agreed that PCSG key events will be covered.


11. SBC Update  :  

•
The induction training was postponed – no new date has been given.  A welcome 


pack has been issued to all schools – this was circulated and it was agreed to 


feedback on this at the next meeting.
•
SBC has paid for membership to the Scottish Parent Teacher Council until 31st 


March.


12. Headteacher’s Report  :  Miss Strong reported on the start of term including SQA exam results and promised a more detailed analysis at a future meeting.  Mention was made of the first meeting of the PC Sub Group, the Unilife night and preparations being made to help students applying for university

Miss Strong also expressed delight at the standard of speeches at the Special Assembly on 13th September, it was great that Mr Roxburgh was able to award the Dux medals.  The 14th September saw a visit by the Italian Twinning Group in the morning and Councillors Garvie and Bhatia in the afternoon.  The pace continues with Safe T in the Park and a NASA visit tomorrow!


13. Correspondence  :   A copy of Backchat was circulated and will be discussed at the next meeting.


14. Communication  :  Miss Strong agreed to see if a copy of the PCCG minutes could be posted on the school website.  Some of the documentation could also be posted on a school noticeboard in reception.


15. AOCB  :  Next months agenda items

-
Matters Arising
-
Photograph
-
Feedback
- 
Welcome Pack





Backchat
-
New school update
-
Headteacher’s report
-
Involving parents
-
AOCB
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