EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

PARENT COUNCIL CORE GROUP

MEETING THURSDAY 10TH. JUNE 2010  

Apologies

Sarah Leslie  -  Angie Henney

Present

Siobhan McDermott  -  Fiona McQueen  -  George Runciman




Susan Sutherland  -  Mary Bell  -  Louise Ogilvie  




Jo Conington  -  Dean Sewell  -  Ruth Magowan  -  




Catherine Fletcher  -  Scott Renwick  -  Michelle Strong

Guests


David McLean  -  Beverley Clark  -  Nicholas Watson

Welcome

Siobhan welcomed everybody present and introduced Beverley Clark and Nicholas Watson.   Beverley to make a presentation later with David McLean on Curriculum for Excellence and Nicholas Watson was a guest.

Minutes – Previous Meeting

Siobhan informed the meeting that the paragraph in connection with the proposed Concrete Batching business by Rodger builders had been slightly altered and Linda was asked to amend the minutes for the May meeting accordingly before sending them to Jill MacDonald for the school website.

The minutes were proposed by Susan Sutherland and seconded by Louise Ogilvie.

Matters Arising from Minutes
School Transport  -  Referring to the discussion with Gordon Smith, SBC Region Transport manager at last month’s meeting the fact that although the majority of school buses are fitted with seat belts, majority of children don’t wear them was raised.   Siobhan said that the children should be encouraged to wear them and this could be brought to parent’s attention and as a Parent Council we could do all we could to highlight this to all parents but especially to the parents of the new P7 intake.   Michelle said she would encourage the seniors to wear them and show an example to younger pupils.  Louise Ogilvie suggested a poster competition or something along those lines which might help make the wearing of seat belts more high profile and perhaps use the old logo “clunk – click every trip”.   Jo Conington asked if bus drivers could be asked to say to pupils that they must wear their seat belts and after a general discussion around this subject, Michelle agreed to write to the bus companies asking them to reinforce the wearing of seat belts on those buses fitted with belts.

Review – 1 year – New School – Amey
Siobhan had written to Amey and Michelle had also contacted them inviting them to our meeting to do a review of the first year in the new school and highlight any problems.   Amey had not as yet replied to the invite and had no representative at this meeting.   

Common Room  -  The School itself, not Amey, had paid £1800 to replace the damaged seating in the S6 common room with low-level durable seating.

Lets
-   Scott reported that the initial problems with ‘Lets’ had been resolved apart from there still being no clear signage to advise which changing rooms should be used by them.   David McLean was disappointed this was still not rectified, nor additional signage for the Astroturf pitch regarding correct footware etc, both these outstanding items had been undertaken by Scottish Borders Council.   Nicholas Watson said he would try his best to get this sign problem resolved with the Council.

A discussion followed on the amount of evening usage allowed the school throughout the year.  The school gets a certain allocation free, it has required some planning for school show rehearsals ,parent evenings etc, but if the school goes over its allocation it is charged for extra time. This year he school stayed within its allocation.
Litter
-  The general litter situation around the school was indeed better but as yet there were still no bins on the new path from the village and the Pupil Council were still voicing their concerns to Miss Strong on the subject.

Sports Day  -  The sports had been cancelled due to weather conditions.

The Playing Fields.  - The grass playing fields had not been handed over for use yet.   August 2010 is the anticipated date but no update as yet.  Flooding is still a potential issue, if there is heavy rain the fields nearest the burn still get flooded. Scott said it will be interesting to see how they wear.

The Astroturf pitch is being rolled monthly and well looked after.
Scott also said that chewing gum was being found on the Astroturf pitch and on the sides of the football pitch.(Signage should prohibit chewing gum on the Asto turf?)
Leavers Evening  -  Amey has a ‘no alcohol’ policy on all the properties that they manage but they have agreed an exception for Leavers Evening.   This policy is primarily to safeguard their staff in case of problems.

Wall Space – Posters  -  Siobhan asked if Amey restricts what goes on the walls and David said Amey don’t like attachments to painted walls but there was considerable display space and other ways of displaying things.   The Art departments’ five rooms are covered with pin-board for maximum display purposes so there isn’t a perceived problem.
Nicholas Watson reported that at a recent Council meeting it had been brought up that noise in classrooms was an issue at Earlston High School.   Michelle and David were not aware of this and said that with classroom doors shut there shouldn’t be a problem.  They will monitor this in the future.
Nicholas Watson suggested wall hangings might be used on walls in corridors etc to absorb sound but it was felt they might have maintenance issues and the simple clean lines of the school might be lost.

Wind Turbine  -  Louise Ogilvie enquired if the wind turbine at the back of the school is linked to the school and David replied it was not linked to the school’s power supply and is mainly used for educational purposes at present.

Presentation

 Curriculum for Excellence (CfE)

Miss Clark and Mr. McLean, Depute Headteachers, gave the meeting an informative update on progress in Earlston High School on Curriculum for Excellence.

Miss Clark stated that Earlston HS will ensure the new P7 intake (the first year to be taught through CfE) are kept informed of all aspects of the new curriculum. She reiterated that Earlston has hard working staff willing to deliver the new curriculum to the pupils, which is encouraging for the success of the new curriculum.
Resumé of CfE

CfE has 4 capacities to enable pupils to be:-1) successful learners 2) confident individuals 3) responsible citizens 4) effective contributors.

 Literacy, Numeracy and Health and Well-Being are cross curricular subjects, meaning all subjects will deliver them and this will be done in conjunction with GLOW and other Information Technology methods.

HMI Numeracy group would be doing a presentation at the school (to parents?) in September. 
The new S1pupils (as P7’s) have been doing a ‘transition project’ involving travel. The transition project is helpful in assisting the move to secondary school and amply demonstrates the principle of CfE, that what is learned in one subject can help in others.

CfE will eventually run through all levels of schooling.

Mr. McLean gave details about Experiences and Outcomes.   To explain these
Mr. McLean gave the following examples:
1. Social Studies at High School level – History

To teach about a past conflict, e.g. the second World War, in the past the teacher would have told the pupils about it verbally, whereas with CfE the pupils will do their own research, with help, (developing a valuable skill in the process),and then report on their findings either written, spoken or power point. 
2. Pupils were taken down the street to see what problems people with hearing or sight disabilities incurred with access to shops, crossing the street etc and then prepared their reports.

Both these example demonstrate the importance of achieving good learning skills as well as knowledge.

Mr McLean explained that they will be developing the Challenge Option - (l hour every Tuesday for a period of 3 weeks only) for 1st. years – For a three week period all teachers of 1st. years will offer a different skill e.g. an aspect of English or Latin or Cricket by way of achieving wider knowledge or skills The management team may join in.   The pupils will have an opportunity to choose the ideas and Mr. McLean hopes this will be a successful venture. Potentially resources beyond the school could be used in the future and may be able to roll out this to current second and third years.
Changes to 3rd and 4th. Year  – When this new August 2010 intake reach end of 2nd year, no subject choices will be made for Standard Grades.   They will receive 3 years of general education and then have 4th year exams.   There will be new exams for S4 – a 1 year course for National 4 & 5 qualifications.

Louise asked how universities would feel about accepting of these new qualifications and Mr. McLean replied that this was still being debated at present.

Miss Clark agreed that implementation of CfE is a challenge and naturally the staff were anxious but they were happy with the progress and sensible approach made at Earlston High and they consider they are progressing in the right direction. 

Mr. McLean recognises there is still some way to go in fully implementing CfE but Earlston HS has good staff who are ready for August 2010.

Unfortunately the media coverage at present is not helping as they only focussed on the negative aspects of implementing CfE.
Susan Sutherland thanked Miss Clark and Mr. McLean on behalf of all present for taking the time to come along tonight and go over their interesting and informative presentation.

HMIe – EHS Report
Siobhan stated she had been asked to respond on behalf of the Parent Council on the on the HMIe report and had noted our delight at the good report that EHS had received.
Louise wished to convey that she had been really impressed with School and staff as the report showed the School had really good leadership - everyone concurred.

Michelle replied that she was very fortunate that she had such hard working and committed staff and supportive parents and pupils wanting to attend the school.  The Director of Education had said that few secondary schools achieved five ‘Very Good’s and Michelle was extremely proud of this.

Louise suggested the Core Group wrote a letter to the local paper highlighting this recent excellent report and she was good enough to agree to draft a letter on behalf of the PC.
Miss Clark and Mr. McLean left the meeting at this point.

Headteacher’s Report
Miss Strong had a brief report:

· S2 trips and a Battlefield trip had all been given good reports.

· P7 information evening had gone well.

· There has been an biology excursion to Wooplaw Woods.

· New timetable is in place.

· Art department’s Shoe display is in Cobblers, Melrose – excellent work from pupils.

· A trip to see Billy Elliot has taken place and was enjoyed.

· Sports Day was been cancelled for weather reasons.

· Leavers Evening will be held next week.

· Placing requests – sadly 13 were declined (21 granted) – 6 to appeal.

· Staffing – New TCS (Mid-management structures)

· Retirals – Mr. McLean is retiring – his shoes extremely hard to fill.  He will

be hugely missed by all.

· Congratulations to Scott Renwick – after 13 years goes to Hawick High School as Principle of Physical Education.   Scott will be a big miss.

· this year’s 6th Year did not have a special school jumper but this will now be re-instated in pale blue with the logo and a tank top and cardigan

option available.   This colour will be retained as future 6th. year dress.

· Sub Group – The sub group are fundraising for a 63” plasma screen for the refectory area which will be linked to the school computer and used as a rolling notice board.

Sub Group
No one present tonight but Miss Strong has updated the meeting about their plans for the 63” plasma screen.

1st. years parent info night and ‘Get Together’ with Sub Group is next Wednesday at 7-30p.m. Parent Council Core Group will take this opportunity to present PC information to new S1 parents. 

Correspondence
Siobhan and Fiona attended a Parent Council Chairs meeting at Scottish Borders Council.   
Cllr Bhatia suggested that a parent representative might be invited onto the Education Executive and the meeting agreed this would be a good idea.
Glen Rodgers gave a presentation on future public sector funding (potentially 5% cuts per year for next three years).  An invitation was also made for a number of Parent Council representatives to join a parent advisory group.  A reasonable good response to this idea was intimated at the meeting. Louise Ogilvie was nominated from EHS and agreed that her name should be put forward.
Any Other Business

Dean Sewell asked in what way had Jeremy Purvis been involved with Earlston High and Miss Strong replied that he had been involved in several ways such as taking part in modern studies events, debating, held a political surgery and attended social events.

Mary Bell to represent the PC on the interview panel for the replacement for Mr. McLean.

Lastly Miss Strong presented Susan Sutherland, George Runciman and Linda Cessford with cards and gifts in recognition of all their hard and appreciated work for the school over the years, Siobhan also thanked them on behalf of everyone on the Core Group.

Next meeting on Wednesday 1st September.

It is proposed to delay the AGM until the October meeting.  Any objections to this to Chairperson.

MINUTES APPROVED ----------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON
