	EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 5 October 2010

7pm Earlston High School

	Apologies
	Jules Reeley, Darren Todd

	Present
	Gill Howard, Carol Reid, Kate Warner, Avril Tobin, Sheelagh Aird, Dawn MacIver, Catherine Fletcher, Sarah Leslie, Joanne Conington, Louise Ogilvie, Michelle Strong (Head Teacher) John Clarke (Depute Head), Isla McQuarrie, Fiona McQueen, Siobhan McDermott, Angie Henney, Kate Henney (Head Girl), Andrew Shafik (Deputy Head Boy) Mary Bell, Kirsty Bell (Clerk to the Council)

	
	Changes: Under AOCB Linda Cessford’s name noted incorrectly as Cresswell. 
The minutes were approved: Proposed by Siobhan McDermott and seconded by Dean Sewell.

	Matters arising
	Signs in Changing Rooms: There are still no signs in the changing rooms. 
Action: Letter to be written to SBC by the clerk requesting information on situation regarding signage in changing rooms. 
Amey: Disappointment expressed at Amey not responding to our previous invitation. 

Action: Further invitation, providing a choice of suitable dates, to be sent from Chair.

Playing Fields: It was noted that the handover meeting of the playing fields was postponed this morning. No explanation for this was provided. There are ongoing concerns about the state of the pitches.

Action: Siobhan undertook to speak to Robert Young with respect to the parent council’s concerns.

Vocational Studies Room: No progress has been made regarding the partition wall for the vocational studies room. Miss Strong is awaiting a response from Amey to further suggestions in light of the high costs of the partition. 
Parental Advisory Group: Louise attended this meeting on behalf of the parent council and reported that the group were informed about devolved school budgets. She confirmed that no firm decisions were reported regarding cuts to budgets at this stage.

After dance party: John Clarke explained the school’s decision to move the dance to a Friday night. The parent council then requested that the Head Team report to the dance committee requesting parental input throughout all stages of organisation. It is felt that such involvement would go some way to ensuring the event is both successful and safe. Community police officer, Rachel Stevenson, has already had some input in this. 

	Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
	Due to a large uptake for the scheme, and issues that had arisen around selection, John Clarke shared with the council a letter that he had issued to parents. Despite some input from John Hall of SBC’s outdoor education department, the letter outlined the commitment involved and pressure on school funds for staff cover. Sustainability of the scheme was outlined as a significant issue; to operate with the numbers involved the need for continued parental support is high. A lengthy discussion followed with suggestions being put forward by the parent council and the Head Team representatives. Further discussion with all parties will take place to begin structuring a viable scheme at the school.

	Headteacher’s report
	UCAS: The process is now underway with the first wave of applications being sent off this week. In preparation the school has hosted talks from Oxford, Edinburgh and St Andrew’s Universities as well as a University life night. In addition, pupils have attended a Higher education convention.

Pupil Council: This has provided an opportunity to hear the concerns of pupils across the year groups on issues such as canteen prices, lockers and litter. Moreover, the head team have been able to liaise with year representatives.

Tree of Knowledge: Have been in the school working with first year students and have led a study skills evening.

Scottish Learning Festival: This was attended by 4 members of the teaching staff with Judith Weston making a presentation on GLOW. 

Sixth Year Committees: Miss Strong praised the year group for their hard work in committees thus far. For example, the Charities committee have set a high target for fundraising, the dance committee held a successful ‘settling in’ disco for the first years and the yearbook committee have begun planning.

Formal opening of the school: It was noted that the ceremony would take place on Friday 8th October with Scottish Secretary of state, Michael Moore, unveiling the plaque. 

Miss Strong further commented on:

· The head team’s conference held at the school

· The 4th year English trip to Romeo and Juliet in Newcastle

· The special assembly for 1st and 6th years where presentations were made to the 11 dux medallists. 

· 4th year work experience placements taking place this week.
· Art exhibition of Advanced Higher work running.

· Holland Hockey Tour 2010 (8 -13th Oct)
· Staffing: 

· One member of staff part of Earlston’s visit to Capella Maggiore, twin town in Italy.

· Mr Butcher is embarking upon a 1 year sabbatical.

· Miss Clark’s replacement starts on 28th October.

· Maternity leave in English in January.

Miss Strong concluded her report by suggesting that time be allocated at a future meeting to discuss the school dress code in light of recent publicity surrounding this matter.  

	Sub Group Report
	Fundraising continues to purchase a plasma screen for the refectory. The head team queried the non-functioning of the existing screens in the refectory. Miss Strong reported that this is an IT problem that SBC cannot remedy. The screens will remain out of use for the time being.  

	Correspondence
	Siobhan reported receipt of the following correspondence:

· Letter from Gillian Simmons regarding induction training for parent councillors. 

· Information re: GLOW group for parent council rep.
· SPTC insurance documents and details of annual conference – 6th Nov. in Dundee.

	Any other business
	1. Siobhan requested that a table be manned at the S4 parent’s evening tomorrow night.

2. Suggestions for future presentations to the parent council include:

· Tree of Knowledge

· An analysis of SQA results

· School Improvement plans

· CfE update

· GLOW update 

3. Andrew Shafik reported on the Tree of Knowledge Apprentice scheme; unique to Earlston High School. The Enterprise committee are currently trying to publicise their event to the community and the parent council offered to help in passing on the information to local business contacts.

4. A point was raised regarding a recent complaint about littering in the town. Miss Strong has stressed that discussions surrounding the increased provision of bins is ongoing.

5. A parent raised a concern about pupils leaving the school during school show rehearsals.

6. Kate Henney informed the parent council that contributions to the School’s section of the Border telegraph should be submitted to her.


Next meeting of the Parent Council is on Thursday 4th November at 7pm

