EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

PARENT COUNCIL CORE GROUP

MEETING WEDNESDAY 6TH. MAY, 2009  

Present
Susan Sutherland – Mary Bell – John McLennan



David McLean – Dean Sewell – Louise Ogilvie



Scott Renwick – Michelle Strong – George Runciman



Hugh Chalmers – Lyn Norman – Catherine Fletcher



Siobhan McDermott – Fiona McQueen

Apologies
Ruth Magowan

Susan thanked David for the excellent guided visit to the new school where the above members and several of the sub group attended prior to the meeting.   Everybody was extremely impressed with the new school and the level of progress being made.   David informed the group that a delegation from Orkney had been visiting most areas of Scotland looking at new schools and after seeing Earlston had been quoted as saying “ we’ll have one of those please”.   Earlston is standing out in that it is definitely the highest quality of the three new schools in our area.

Minutes of April Meeting
Susan went straight to matters arising from the minutes as most of the other topics were covered on the agenda.

Matters arising:

· The following people have put their names forward for training

for future selection on a panel for recruitment for new deputes or 

teachers: Louise Ogilvie – John McLennan – Hugh Chalmers –

Catherine Fletcher and Dean Sewell.

Linda to check with Ruth.
· Catering -  Michelle reported that Alastair had been in touch with

her and that he was taking on board some of our suggestions.   Progress had been made for the new canteen in August and the

following would be put on trial for two months to see what was

proving to be viable.

a) 3 traditional dishes (i.e. chicken curry, haggis, steak pie etc)

b) pizza and pasta bar with potato product such as wedges as an 

accompaniment.

c) sandwich bar – 3-4 special breads with 3-4 fillings + salads

d) coffee bar – Deli-France pastries etc plus sandwiches which would stay 

open all day. 

A ‘grab and go’ pre order system would be tried again also.

Meal Deal would also still continue to operate.

Loyalty card will be available for use with the coffee bar.

Alastair said that they will try some of the above in the present school in June and will ask a good cross section of pupils for their suggestions and thoughts.

Susan suggested that we need to have the parents on board with our suggestions on what will be available.

· New School – Regarding the Community Lets issue David told

the group that he had spoken with Sheila Brodie who had informed

him that the Council had never had any real intention to book any lets before 6p.m. and they would never agree to any let of 6p.m. which required prior access before consulting the school first.   David was now happy with the arrangements.

David also informed the group that for security reasons and the fact that the courtyard doors needed manned by Janitors, only two doors could be open at any one time.  Ways of overcoming this problem are being looked at.  The new entrance to the Library meant that outside users were authorised to use the new entry system only to the Library and the terms of contract were changed to accommodate this.

Susan thanked David once again for his time especially tonight with the new school tour and David left at this point.

· Transforming Childrens Services – Michelle will keep us all up to date with any developments.

· Ski Trip – George reported that they had only received three

replies to the bulletin appeal for interest for the trip.   A discussion followed and Scott Renwick agreed to produce a 

note for the current 2nd years (next years 3rd. years) about the 

ski trip and give a short talk to all the relevant registar classes.

Scott will have the note ready for one week after the 2nd year

excursion trips return.

Headteacher’s Report 
Areas to improve (missed opportunity for pupil voice) – Jill MacDonald had been very helpful with the set out for class representatives with agenda and process.   Class reps. were bringing good feedback with involvement on issues such as core values and dress code.   Michelle had met the reps last week and had asked them what they felt good about the school which had produced mostly positive replies.   Third years had suggested that maybe some form of introduction to Standard Grades might be useful.   

In Service Day was yesterday following Mondays May Day Holiday where departments were given time to evaluate this years priorities and plan for next year.   General feedback had been that the day was really useful.   Learning and teaching within the cluster primaries and ourselves and further learning in connection with our African School were also explored.

HM Imspection was not far off and there was a need to recognise further achievements.   Michelle was keen to make the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme more of a high profile.   Michelle also suggested that perhaps Jill MacDonald was asked along to one of our meetings.

Letters were going out to parents outlining the extra in service day and the days the school would be closed for packing and unpacking for the new school.

Next week was the 2nd year excursions ,only four pupils were not going, and Michelle wished to thank the teachers for their support and time given to go on these trips.

S4 study leave started yesterday with Maths exam today.   Seniors first exam was English on 15th. May.

P7 intake this coming term was high with a maximum number of 200 places available which included requests from other schools, keeping seven spaces for people who may move into our catchment area.   There would only be one evening for information for parents as a tour of the new school was not possible.   Guidance Teachers would be in attendance and a question and answers team would also be available.   Photographs of the new school would also be displayed.

Staff – Mandy Mitchelmore (Home Economics) has been appointed to a permanent post and Mr. Foggin has been appointed to a permanent full time post in Chemistry.   Jason Callaghan will be a probationer teacher in Technical Department.   Mr. Ray (Physics) retires this summer and he will be greatly and sadly missed.   Mr. Smart (Biology) will be moving down to three days a week next session and biology still needs a replacement member of staff.

School Dress
Susan stated that there had been a huge response to the issue of coloured jumpers for seniors as they felt it was a big issue for them and they were unhappy that this would not be happening this year.   

Michelle pointed out that only 5% of the current 6thYear wore their coloured jumpers so this was obviously not working and the present 5th. years were wearing black and white.   Secondly the current economic climate and prices of jumpers was taken into account.

Scott Renwick said that in the past 6th. years had worn their jumpers but the number of 6th. year pupils now was much greater and they didn’t all buy them or agree with the colours chosen so they wouldn’t wear them.

Michelle said the 6th. years would have their own tie, separate from the two present ties so it was recognisable as a 6thYear pupil at a cost of £6-50.   Michelle would arrange to speak to all the present 5th. years and clearly go over the proposed new uniform including the new 6thYear tie.

Susan reported also that the feedback from parents was good and that we needed to ensure the pupils felt the same.

Sub Group Report

No sub group member was at this meeting but Michelle had attended their last meeting and the following had been discussed:

· Picnic benches at new school.

· 2 into 1 – P7 evening.

· Wind and nibbles Autumn evening/recruit new members.

Susan raised the issue of recruitment for the core group and the AGM.  It was agreed these issues would be discussed at our next meeting.

Correspondence
The only correspondence Susan had was the most recent Parent Council Events April 2009 Issue which she passed round to everybody.

Date of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting was Thursday 4th. June, 2009 @7.00pm.
As there was no other business the meeting closed at 8-45p.m.
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