Minutes of EHS Parent Council Sub Group
Wednesday 26th October 2011 at 7 pm.

Present: Michelle Strong, Jayne Turner, Hilary Jackson, Jenni Robertson, Elsa Paterson, Sue McLennan, Ann Reid, Linda Docherty, Lucy Agnew (new member)

Apologies: Lynn McCulloch, Avril Tobin, Karen Orr, Dianne Thomson

Minutes: approved

School Update from Ms Strong: 

· Newsletter out today
· Tree of Knowledge (ToK) – motivational speakers who help to set our young peoples’ goals and encourage achievement. They have already worked with S1 – tremendous feedback – and have also worked with S3 on study skills and relaxation. S4 input will be after the prelims.
· Very successful Higher Geography field trip to Lake District 
· 6th year committees are already working hard – disco tonight, waxathon, football competition. Charities committee have identified their 3 charities.
· S1 study skill evening last month
· Special Assembly for presentation of Dux medals and debut speeches from Head team. Tremendous feedback. Opportunity for S1 to meet S6s
· Parent Council Core Group have held their annual AGM. S Long has stepped down after serving her allotted time as chair. Fiona McQueen (co-opted member) is now chair. A healthy debate took place re proposal for 33 period week. Ken Gray and Jackie Swanston attended to answer questions.
· Mr Bryson and Mr Kinehan are leading debating society
· Model United Nations (MUN) have been busy at events.
· S4 Work experience week was very successful. Excellent feedback from employers.
· During October half term holiday the school garden was fenced, roof repaired and some windows painted.
· Also Barcelona trip during half term had a great week. 36 degrees and a wonderful time. Security issues at hotel have been recorded.
· Arnold Clark School Challenge: group of 3 6th year boys have made it to final 10. They had to design an app for an Ipad. If they win, the school will get the use of a minibus for 2 years, 10 computers and the 3 students will get a macbook each. Good luck to the boys – winners announced on Friday 28th.
· Big Draw event will be held on Sunday 30th October in the school. Part of a national community based events throughout October. Ms Thoday form art dept is organising this event.
· Earlston’s Got Talent event on Thursday Nov 3rd at 7pm
· Handbags and Gladrags event on Wednesday Nov 9th at 7pm.
· 33 period week is being proposed by SBC to maximize teacher contact time, unify timetables across authority (for eventual video teaching) and create greater flexibility for Curriculum for Excellence (CfE). It would become an asymmetric week with school day starting at 8.50am (no registration). Periods would be 45 minutes – 3 days of 7 periods and 2 days of 6 periods. School day would finish for pupils on Wednesdays and Fridays at 2.50pm. Berwickshire High School are piloting the asymmetric week this current year. Formal evaluation will take place throughout the session. EHS parent forum have been issued with a letter with details of proposal. Feedback must be handed in to SBC by 31st October. Info will be collated and sent to Glen Roger. Decision made re May 2012 on 7th November. At present Ms Strong has no detail of cost to transport changes.
· School Travel Action Plan has been completed and transport arrangements deemed safe. Two  recommendations have been made – a) sign for EHS on roadside and b) a Park and Stride option to ease congestion. Young people would be dropped off at A68.


Treasurer’s Reoprt:
Bank balance at end of September is £2,342.42 (including 22p interest)


Core Group:
See School update above

Forthcoming Events: 

· EGT on Thursday 3rd November 
· Handbags and Gladrags  9th Nov 7pm
· Burns Supper Jan 12
· Xmas Raffle:


Jayne passed round donations list. Sub group members have been asked to bring items to next meeting on Nov 23rd.

The following people have agreed to bring the following:

The meeting closed at 9.07pm


Next meeting Wednesday 23rd November at 7pm
