EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

PARENT COUNCIL SUB-GROUP MEETING

TUESDAY 28TH APRIL 2010

Present: 
Lynn McCulloch, Sheena Macdonald, Michelle Strong, 


Jenni Robertson, Susan Cruickshank, Claire Macdonald,


Jayne Turner, Sue McLennan

Apologies:
Karen Orr, Alison Tiemessen, Sally-Jayne Murray, Jane Stevenson,


Hilary Jackson, Hilary Morton

MINUTES

The previous minutes were approved.

SCHOOL UPDATE

Michelle gave the following update:-

End of Term – Proved a very stressful end of term with the floods, and the cancellation of the Spring Concert was very disappointing especially for the senior pupils who were not able to showcase their talents.

S3 Exams – Started straight after the holidays.

S4 Exams – started today, delighted that no muck up day events took place yesterday and the day ended smoothly.

Senior Leavers Day – 10th May – they are to have a planned dressing up theme for the day with a fun afternoon with BBQ, Bouncey Castle etc. Concerns have been made about any damage that may occur as the cost to replace the carpet in the S6 Common Room came in at £2500.

March Inspection- The School is awaiting the published report on the 18th May.

Many positive spin-offs being good practice and lots of visits e.g. 3 visits from Learning & Teaching Scotland and the school has been asked to present at the Learning Festival in Edinburgh.

Scott Renwick – Great result for the Rugby Team who won the Bowl against Linlithgow.

S6 Talent Show – Last Week – A very entertaining night with 16 acts in total showing yet again the confidence of our pupils and the fantastic raw talent they all have.

Staffing Changes – Recruitment of principle teachers – now have teachers in place and are to start in the middle of May.

The School is £160,000 down this means loosing 5 full time members of Staff.

It has been decided to close the Computing Department, the school is confident that this will save jobs in the long run, with Mr Jarvie going back to teaching Maths.
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Maths – Mrs Crook and Mrs McCraw will leave in the summer – 2 young and very enthusiastic teachers have been appointed.

English – Mrs Armstrong will leave in the summer – There were 2 vacancies which have been filled by one young female teacher and another male teacher.

Biology – Mr Smart will leave in the summer – a full time teacher will be appointed later.

The following will all retire in the summer:-

Learning Support – PT Liz Cullen 

Modern Studies – Ian Harris 

David McLean 

Forthcoming events - The School is closed Monday 3rd May and Tuesday is an In-Service Day covering – Improvement Planning and Curriculum for Excellence as the main focus.

S2 Excursion Week  -  10th – 14th May

P7 Parents Information Nights – 13th May – School Talk to parents 

                                                     16th June – PC Sub-Group are involved

New Timetables start – 17th May

There have been 43 placing requests for pupils – unfortunately the school has not been able to honour people out with the catchment area.  All letters to go out to people involved.

TREASURERS REPORT

The correct figures for the Quiz Night were:

Income        £66

Expenses     £48.43
Profit           £17.57
Since the last meeting there are 2 things which reduce the funds available:-

1. Apologies for a miscalculation by overlooking cheques to clear, it was reported that   the funds available were £1568.66 but the corrected balance would now stand at £1376.93.

2. Further to this, an invoice has been received for £272.04 from SBC for kitchen staff for the Burns Supper evening.

This will reduce funds available to £1104.89

Out of interest Hilary J looked back through records as far back as Jan 2005 and during that time we have never paid SBC for kitchen staff.

The funds available is calculated to date i.e. does not include any further expenses e.g Hospitality Outing or expenses that Hilary J has not received.  We have already paid £400 to Leavers Book and £400 to Leavers Evening.
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It was agreed that the Sub-Group would donate the £120 shortfall for next weeks trip planned by Hilary Morton to take pupils to the Edinburgh restaurant “The Kitchen”.

CORE GROUP

The Core Group meets next Wednesday and on the agenda is Pupil Transport – lack of seatbelts etc.

We will hope to get feedback if they are able to attend P7 Parents evening.

Lynn to inform committee members about Baking Scones for the P7 Parents evening (16th June).

Napkins are to be sourced from the School Kitchen if possible.

Could the committee please turn up at 6.45pm to butter scones and set up – Core Group to join us at 7.30pm.

P7 Pack is to go out in mid May – Jenni has taken it to update.

Lynn raised an issue about the proposed plans for the site of a Concrete Batching Plant in the middle of Earlston village, most committee members were not aware of this major issue, and the dangers involved if this is to go ahead regarding huge increase in traffic on the roads along with pollution of the air.  The parents have a right to know and how to object before the 10th May, flyers to be given to Parent Council Core Group as well.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Lynn to e-mail committee about change of night for the AGM meeting at Herges on the Loch restaurant, it is to be Monday 21st June at 7.30pm.

The following Committee positions were discussed and the list below were happy to take on or carry on with the roles, this can be reviewed at the AGM.  If anyone else would like to take on the following positions please let me know.

Chairperson – Jayne Turner

Vice chair -     Susan Cruickshank

Secretary -      Lynn McCulloch

Treasurer -      ?Hilary Jackson (if happy to carry on)

Meeting closed at 8.45pm

NEXT MEETING – AGM Monday 21st June at Herges on the Loch – Tweedbank at 7.30pm.

