EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

PARENT COUNCIL SUB-GROUP MEETING

WEDNESDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 2011

Present:
Michelle Strong, Jayne Turner, Lynn McCulloch, Ann Reid, Carol Rae, 


Sue McLennan, Jenni Robertson,  Elsa Paterson, Diane Thomson, Avril Tobin,


Shaad Mehdi, Lucy Agnew, Hilary Jackson

Apologies:
Isla McQuarrie, Linda Docherty, Karen Orr

New members Carol, Shaad and Lucy were welcomed to the committee.

MINUTES

Previous minutes were approved.

SCHOOL UPDATE

Michelle updated on recent events and activities:

· Newsletters have been handed out to pupils

· Development of a School Travel Plan is being drawn up in partnership with the community, pupils, parents, police etc. – re congestion along the High Street. Leaflet handouts are available. Pupil representatives asked SBC to have clearer signs in place.

· The school have won the Arnold Clark school challenge – A fantastic achievement for the school where they have won a minibus for 2 years along with a cheque for £5000 to purchase 10 computers. Senior pupils won a Macbook Pro for designing an app along with an iPad being awarded to another 4th Year Pupil for his hard work on this school challenge.

· Big Draw Event – An open invitation for people within the community and school to participate in art. The canteen area was set up with paper and materials to allow people to express themselves. Great event organised by the Art Department.

· The school was visited by 6 French Inspectors where they spend the day looking at different aspects across the school.

· Both Earlston’s Got Talent and Handbags and Gladrags were a huge success proving fabulous entertainment and very worthwhile Fundraisers.

· Curriculum for Excellence Challenge Options – this is where 1st Year pupils get the opportunity to experience something new with a variety of 14 options available. By the time pupils reach 3rd Year they have advanced challenge options with creditation.

· Careers Evening – for 4th & 5th Year Parents and pupils, where Michelle talked over the options available to the pupils, Claire Nairn for Borders College gave a talk along with Reiver Recruitment and the support they can offer. Thanks to the Student speakers for sharing their experiences and views with other pupils and parents.

· Prelims have started for 4th Year pupils.

· Assertive mentoring is now in place which enables pupils to get extra support through exam time.

· Internal Audit – delighted to report that the school has passed with no recommendations.

· 33 Period Week – SBC have publicly apologised to Chairs of Parent Councils for the lack of information given to them. A decision has been postponed until next year.

· Industrial Action – Is expected on Wednesday 30th November and the school will be closed to pupils only on that day.

TREASURERS REPORT/….

TREASURERS REPORT

Recent update:

EARLSTON’S GOT TALENT - 
Tickets
£ 902.80


Teas
      41.54


Raffle
    105.45


£1049.79


Expenses       50.00  (vouchers)




      18.00  (wine)



£   981.07  (last year £1052.62)

HANDBAGS & G’RAGS -
Tickets/Sales/Dons.
£1462.05


Raffle
    246.00


£1708.05


Expenses
       26.23  (soft drinks)



       16.26  (print cartridge)



£1665.54

Balance now sits at £4989.03

Money still to be accounted for: – usually pay £800 (£400 Leavers book and £400 Leaver’s evening)

CORE GROUP

Main focus still 33 period week.

Presentation given by Jamie Bryson (English) on CfE on Literacy, Numeracy and Health & Wellbeing.

REVIEW/FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Earlston’s Got Talent – Another fantastic year, great acts, fun judges and an overall excellent effort from everyone involved.

Handbags/G’Rags – A very successful event, hall looked great with lots of bargains for all. Lots of wonderful feedback and cards have been received. Money still coming in as Scarves and Jewellery still being sold. Thanks to all on the Sub-group especially Elsa for bringing it all together so professionally.  Note for next year:- Microphone needed for Raffle announcements.
Xmas Concert/Raffle – 19th & 20th December
Items for Hampers have been collected, with a few items to be added just before packaging day (Wed 14th) 2 Large and 4 Small Hampers.

On concert nights could all committee members arrive at 6.15pm in T-shirts (if poss)to sell raffle tickets. Helpers on which evening so far:-

Mon 19th
Tues20th
Sue McLennan
Ann Reid

Lynn McCulloch
Elsa Patterson

Carol Rae
Diane Thomson

Lucy Agnew
Avril Tobin

? Jenni Robertson
Jayne Turner

Jayne Turner

Burns Supper – Thursday 26th January 2012

MC – Alastair Kidd

Immortal Memory – Scott Renwick

Tam o Shanter – Looking to get Rob Willock’s son or another (Cammy can’t attend)

Toast to Haggis – Murray Nairn

Musical Items – Lynn to ask Jeff Thomson (2 muscial)

Piper – Lynn to ask Michael Rogerson

4th Year Servers – Sue to look into this

Tickets - £8.00 adults, £5 students

Shopping List – Jayne going to Costco

Kitchen staff – Michelle to book

Haggis (for 150 people) Jayne

Vegetarian Haggis – (Macsweens  8/10 standard – Sue)

Potatoes (2 sacks) – Marie Howieson 

Neeps – Hilary J

Berrymeal Bread (15) – Jackie Lunns – Lynn

Sparkling Water – Diane to contact Highland Spring

CORRESPONDANCE 

No requests.

Info on competition for 15 Under’s to design a mascot for the Olympic games on BBC Scotland website.

Meeting closed at 8.55pm

Next meeting at 7pm on Wednesday 11th January 2012
