EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

PARENT COUNCIL SUB-GROUP MEETING

WEDNESDAY 24TH AUGUST 2011

Present:
Michelle Strong, Jayne Turner, Lynn McCulloch, Ann Reid, Isla McQuarrie, Avril Toben,


Sue McLennan, Hilary Jackson

Apologies:
Jenni Robertson, Linda Docherty, Elsa Paterson, Karen Orr, Diane Thomson

MINUTES

Previous minutes were approved.

New member Isla McQuarrie was welcomed to the committee.

SCHOOL UPDATE

Michelle updated on the following points since the April meeting:-

· A very enjoyable AGM at the Hoebridge was had by all along with a few farewells to Hilary Morton, Sue Cruickshank and Alison Tiemessen.

· Exam results were as follows:

There has been a dip in Standard Grade Credit levels

Good results at Higher and Advanced Higher overall

Action plans are being drawn up to review all results

· Towards the end of last term there has been:-

Induction days

S1 Challenge Options

Sports afternoon for Junior pupils

Leavers Evening

Model UN – with special thanks to Mr Burrell.

· New S6  Heads of School have been voted on and congratulations go to:-

Andrew McQuarrie (Head Boy)

Iona Paterson (Head Girl)

Andrew Bond (Depute Head Boy)

Caroline Turner (Depute Head Girl)

· Another fantastic Summer School Show with “Hairspray”, feedback has been that Pupils, staff and Mr Thomson have excelled this year, and has been noted as one of the best.

· The start of this new Academic year has brought a few changes in Staff with Hilary Morton’s retrial the new Home Economics teacher Rachel Wright has been appointed from Berwickshire High School. New Principle Teacher of Health & Wellbeing and PE teacher Malcolm Changleug has been appointed, Michael Scott is also a new addition to the PE dept.  The English department have appointed two new part-time staff Brendan McAndrew and Lynn Dorricott.  Alison McPherson is now on Maternity leave with Claire Smith replacing her in the Biology Department.

· Today there was a UCAS Assembly for Senior Students
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· Duke of Edinburgh Award – there has been 50 pupils starting their bronze award with silver to follow later.

· Uni-Life Evening is set for Thursday 1st September

· Curriculum for Excellence Evening – This is set for 1st and 2nd Year parents to attend, this allows them to experience being in a class and how the periods run.

· S1 Study Skills Evening – this is set for 22nd September.

· The School has managed this summer to partition off an area in the School grounds to create a School Garden. This hopefully will lead to courses on Horticulture being offered.

Sue McLennan updated:- that an area of 87m has been secured, the area is to be fenced, slabbed, sprayed and designed, this has been achieved through various fundraising events and applications for funding.

· - recycled greenhouse to be added.

· - £1000 from ASDAN group fundraisers

· - £1625 Youth Chex

· - £500 - 

· -£100

· This creates a total of £3225 towards the new garden area.

· School Dress – Michelle stated that there has been a huge improvement overall.

· Scottish Borders Council’s plans to align the timetables across all schools to a 33 period week has not had any new updates at this stage, Michelle will let us know when any information becomes available.

TREASURERS REPORT

£2167.78 is the present balance with a late donation being added of £150 and £24.42 bringing the total bank balance to £2341.42.
CORE GROUP

They will meet next Wednesday 31st August on the agenda will be

· Finance

· 33 period week

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Uni-Life Evening – Thursday 1st September

This is a very informative evening for Parents/students to gain information on applying to University this year or next. The evening will have a Speaker Claire Forsnam from Edinburgh University talking about funding and the application process, along with 4 students giving their experiences and different views and a Parent speaker.

EARLSTON’S GOT TALENT – 3rd November

Posters are being designed to put up around the School for pupil awareness stating where to come for first meeting (8th September at 1.15pm) where they can pick up a form with rehearsal dates and parent consent form. – Jenni R(Posters) (Sue & Lynn pupil meeting)

Information Letters for Pupils – Lynn

Group Text to be sent out advertising the Night – Michelle
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Sue McLennan, Lynn McCulloch, Jayne Turner will be at rehearsal dates but more committee members will need to come along to learn the running process for next year. Avril and Ann have intimated they will be able to attend some of them, if anyone can even attend a couple of the Monday nights, this would be a great help.

Rehearsal dates (Mondays 4pm - 5.30pm) are as follows: 

Monday 19th, Monday 26th September

Monday 3rd, (S4 Work Experience week, come if you can!) Monday 17th, Monday 24th, Monday 31st October

Wednesday 2nd  November (Dress Rehearsal)

Thursday 3rd November – SHOW

Staff Member asked to perform (non-voting) – Lisa Watson (accepted)

Judging Panel – Hilary Morton, and two other members of staff?

Compare – Graeme Meikle has been asked (accepted)

Sound/Light – Rogan Inglis and another.

ACCESSORIES NIGHT – 9th November

At this stage could everyone please start collecting and ask friends to donate, we can centralise all the collections later.  It is all about advertising and raising awareness.

A few points were talked over and this can be fully discussed at the next meeting,

· Entrance £1 with glass of fruit juice punch

· Re naming the flyers/posters to included other accessories

· Group text to be sent

· Advertised on Radio Borders 

XMAS RAFFLE

Letter to be sent to Tesco, Asda and M&S for donations for hampers. – Lynn

BURNS SUPPER

Immortal Memory – Scott Renwick has been approached and has accepted.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Wednesday 21st September at 7pm

EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

PARENT COUNCIL SUB-GROUP

MEETING WEDNESDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 2011
AGENDA
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2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

3. MATTERS ARISING

4. SCHOOL UP-DATE

5. TREASURERS REPORT

6. CORE GROUP

7. FORTH COMING EVENTS

Review of Uni-Life evening

· Earlston’s Got Talent

· Accessories Evening

· Xmas Raffle
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8. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS

9. A.O.B.

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

