EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

PARENT COUNCIL SUB-GROUP MEETING

WEDNESDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 2010

Present:
Michelle Strong, Jayne Turner, Lynn McCulloch, Jenni Robertson,


Kate Henney, Hilary Jackson, Sue Cruickshank, Hilary Morton,


Sue McLennan, Avril Tobin, Elsa Patterson, Linda Docherty, Ann Reid,


Christine Johnson

Apologies:

Karen Orr, Claire McDonald (will unfortunately be leaving the committee), Alison Tiemessen.

MINUTES

Previous minutes were approved and the High School website is now updated.

SCHOOL UPDATE
Settling in Disco & Halloween Disco – both were great events and well attended, special note to the success of the S6 committee who are working really hard and making a difference when organising these events.

Earlstons Got Talent Show Night – Michelle expressed what a wonderful night it had been with all tickets being sold, we received great feedback from all who attended. The efforts of the committee and the Judges were recognised.

Pupil Council – Recently were given the opportunity to voice their opinions at Berwickshire High School to the Head Team from SBC, the main features involved the Director of Education receiving feedback from the students on any ideas or improvements. The students were very involved. S5 tracking records proved very useful to them.

Fashion Show – A fantastic event and very professionally done.  There was a superb array of outfits and support from many local shops.  6th Year Charities committee have raised lots of money so far and beaten last years target already.  The raffle raised £1251.48 for the Charities committee.

4th Year Drama – This was an internal assessment for them using a production theme and was screened to pupils.

UCAS – University application system – early applications are now at the Interview stage.

S4/S5 Careers Evening – This evening covered career options other than Higher Education, with the emphasis on entry requirements becoming difficult.  Claire Nairn from Borders College talked about alternative routes for Students to follow.  Previous pupils gave a talk also emphasising the alternative routes to achieving their goals or university choices.

University Fees – There was a national protest about Higher Education Fees.  Michelle suggested for our pupils wishing to protest that they gather names on a petition and pass on to our MP. There were a few pupils campaigning on the steps at the entrance to the school.
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Ist Year Options – This year’s 1st Year pupils will be the first not to sit Standard Grade examinations due to the new Curriculum for Excellence changes in Education.

They are doing several challenge options on Wednesday afternoons with different activities for all S1’s, this is a new approach for the future of the Curriculum for Excellence giving the freedom to try new things, and giving pupils the opportunity to try and develop new skills.

Pupil’s feedback received were that they enjoyed being able to mingle with others interested in the same areas.

School forthcoming events – 
Xmas Dances – Few weeks away

Xmas Concert – This is over 2 nights 14th & 15th December

Church Service – Marion Dodds will be giving the Christmas Church service this year.

Senior Dance – Friday 17th December (not a Thursday this year) with the After dance being organised by the S6 Committee.

Finance – Big issues everywhere - no difference in Education with SBC cuts – still no detail , Michelle will update when she has any information. One consideration may be the possibility of changing the structure of the school week.

TREASURERS REPORT

The bank balance was £2180.36 which includes £1210.46 income from EGT.

Still to pay EGT expenses
£60.00 prize vouchers


£81.46 Jayne expenses


£32.84 Ink cartridges


£174.30

EHS Leavers Book
£400.00

Jayne re Xmas Raffle
£  16.38

£590.68

Previous balance
£2180.36

                                         -£  590.68

Available funds to
  £1589.68


This year
Last Year
EGT Income
£1210.46
£985.56
Expenses
   £174.30
£126.96
Profit made
£1036.16
£858.60

CORE GROUP

The core group meeting was cancelled due to other commitments.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Review – Earlston’s Got Talent

As previously mentioned, a fantastic night and a great success, with profits up dramatically from last year.  

Great efforts, commitment and behaviour from all pupils involved.

Thank you to our Judges, Mr Woodcock (Elvis), Kyle & Liam, our sub-group committee and especially Jenni our Creative Director for her hard work involved in the massive task of stage preparation.   We also received a lovely letter from Frank Bennett thanking everyone involved for such an enjoyable and entertaining evening.

Review – Fashion Show
A wonderful show enjoyed by all.  Exceptional S6 charities committee this year for all their efforts helping out and clearing up behind them etc. The Punch went down really well served at the interval and was finished off at the end of the evening.

Charities Committee – Asked if we can help them with refreshments at the Xmas Concert if needed, they will let us know.  Xmas Punch to be made for the concert.

Xmas Raffle

Jayne has purchased the baskets for the hampers, Karen is happy to help wrap.  It was agreed that some of the committee present would help do the wrapping on Wednesday 8th December.  Could items for the Hampers please be handed into the Office before Wednesday 8th Dec to enable us to wrap, with the exception of the fresh items, which can be placed in later.

Items agreed for Committee members to buy:-

	ITEM


	NAME
	ITEM
	NAME

	WINE x 6


	Michelle Strong
	JAM PRESERVE x 6
	Alison Tiemessen

	TEA x 6


	Linda Docherty
	CHUTNEY x 6
	Sue McLennan

	COFFEE x 6


	Jayne Turner
	CHOCOLATES x 6
	Elsa Patterson

	BISCUITS x 6


	Ann Reid
	MINCEMEAT PIES x 6
	Hilary Morton

Christine’s

	OATCAKES x 6


	Sue Cruikshank
	CHRISTMAS CAKES x 6
	Jennie Robertson

	CHEESE x 6


	Lynn McCulloch
	CORDIAL DRINK x 6
	Lynn McCulloch

	SOUP x 6


	Hilary Jackson
	SALMON x 6
	Hilary ?

	Crackers


	Jayne Turner
	AMARETTI
	Avril Tobin
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Agreed evenings for Committee members help for selling Raffle tickets on concert nights:- 
14th Dec
15th Dec
Jenni
Sue McL

Hilary M
Hilary M

Hilary J
Elsa

Avril
Avril

Karen
Linda

Ann
Christine

Lynn
Lynn

Jayne
Jayne

Concert starts at 7pm, could committee members arrive at 6pm please. 

If anyone has spare Sub-group T-shirts please bring them on the night.
Check if there are enough Raffle tickets all together, or if we need to buy anymore.

BURNS SUPPER- Tuesday 25th January 2011

Speakers arranged:-

Chair:
Alistair Kidd

Toast to Haggis:
Daniel Wilson

Immortal Mem:
Brian McGowan

Tam o Shanter:
Lynn to contact Rob Willocks (done, and he cannot do our event, can the others who had ideas of who to contact please do so and get back to me if you have any success).

Musical Items:
Jeff T to organise after Xmas.

Piping Haggis:
Callum McGee

4th Yr Servers:
Hilary Morton to organise after Xmas.

Soup List – to be arranged at next meeting.

Ticket Price – agreed to up price to £5 (students) and £7.50 (adults).

Plasma Screen – Good idea agreed to put envelopes on all tables for donations and clearly marked what for!

MARCH EVENT – Think of ideas for next meeting.

Meeting closed at 9pm

Next Meeting on Tuesday 11th January at 7pm

