EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

PARENT COUNCIL SUB-GROUP MEETING

TUESDAY 26TH APRIL 2011

Present:
Michelle Strong, Jayne Turner, Lynn McCulloch, Diane Thomson, Ann Reid,


Hilary Morton, Karen Orr, Alison Tiemessen, Avril Tobin

Apologies:
Jenni Robertson, Sue McLennan, Linda Docherty, Elsa Paterson, Hilary Jackson,


Sue Cruickshank

MINUTES

Previous minutes were approved.

SCHOOL UPDATE

Michelle updated on the following points:-

· Dance Festival was held on the 17th March and was a super evening with a very entertaining Mr Kidd as (MC), all pupils showing great talent along with several Staff members participating – Mr Foggin (S1 science dance), Miss Buchan & Jessica Bennet (Highland) and Mrs Morton (solo dance).  All acts providing a high quality evening.

· S2 Excursion Week – There has been recent meetings to discuss with parents the agendas for the different residential trips offered to the students.
· Easter Concert – This was a great show of talent again, with an emotional farewell from some of the leavers and an excellent night of entertainment.
· Church Service – Earlston has a new Minister Mrs Julie Woods who has already making good links and delivered a lovely Easter service.
· Holidays – revision for S4 – S6
· Pupil Council – Reps met last week to go over what was working well and if there were any changes.
· Core Group  - discussions on development of Curriculum for Excellence, GLOW e-portfolios, Homework – consistency and quality, Peebles High School – recent inspection covering Numercy, Literacy and Health & Wellbeing. Earlston High School staff meet on Thursday to implement areas of the curriculum within departments.
· S6 Talent Evening – unfortunately was cancelled.
· Charities Committee are determined to beat last years group, they are planning a non-uniform day for the Royal Wedding.
· S4 Study Leave starts this week. S5 & S6 Study leave starts from Thursday 12th May.
· P7 Information Night (1st) – Thursday 12th May, this is the first of two evenings for parents who have not already got a child at High School to receive information before their child starts.
· P7 Parents Night (2nd) – 15th June, second evening where parents have a tour of the school, meet guidance teachers and sub group serve refreshments.
· Placing requests – new year group stands at approx 180 so far. 9 or 10 places have had to be declined.
· Staffing – Aileen Cockburn (Finance Dept)has retired after 23 years service.
                  Mr Roberts (English)  – retires in the Summer

                  Mr Bryson (English) – appointed to post

                  Mrs Morton – leaves in the Summer, interviews for her post are delayed – closing

                                            date 9th May.
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TREASURERS REPORT

Invoice to SBC has been paid - Kitchen Staff at Burns Supper night £298.09

Easter Concert Raffle raised  -  £254.64

                        Refreshments  -  £130.00

Total funds available to date -£2588.84

There is still £400 to pay towards Leavers Evening which would leave funds at £2188.84

Hilary M expressed she has money to be donated into Sub Group funds from S6.

CORE GROUP

Next meeting is 11th May - Points for discussion:-

· Michelle to give presentation on attainment cycle results.

· Debating the 33 period week – Draft Report available

· Consultation on Dress Code Policy – Form available to fill in and return.

(Michelle to e-mail Lynn the above forms, Lynn will e-mail them to the committee)

· Relationship with AMEY

· Parent concerns about core RME subject for S4 – S6 – this has come from inspection process and has to be implemented.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Review of Easter Concert – Refreshments/raffle and 2 serving stations worked really well.

                                                 Try Silver collection for refreshments next time, felt slightly    

                                                 expensive.

                                                 Table for raffle prizes to be at front door.

AGM – 1st June at Hoebridge in Gattonside – Lynn to book 7.15pm for short meeting then

7.45 pm for meal.  Please e-mail Lynn for numbers.

P7 Parents Evening 15th June – committee to be at school for 7.30pm to set up, ready to serve at 8.15pm. Committee to bring either Crisps, Nibbles or Traybakes to serve with Fruit juice and sparkling water.

Set Calendar Dates – Michelle ran through the calendar for the year ahead and new dates were set, copies will be sent out in due course.

Accessories Evening – November – We are to carry on promoting to all friends. Michelle to speak to Jeff regarding how we can promote at the Summer Concert.

AOB

Instead of having a leaving night for Hilary Morton before the end of term which is proving difficult with dates left available, she has kindly offered her house after the summer for a get together on 19th August, we shall create a list of things to bring.

Meeting closed at 8.40pm

Next meeting AGM – Hoebridge at Gattonside (Meal) 7.15pm on 1st June 2011.
