EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

PARENT COUNCIL SUB-GROUP MEETING

WEDNESDAY 12TH JANUARY 2011

Present:
Lynn McCulloch, Jayne Turner, Michelle Strong, Hilary Morton, 

                           Ann Reid, Linda Docherty, Jenni Robertson, Alison Tiemessen, Hilary J,

                           Elsa Paterson

Apologies:
Sue McLennan, Karen Orr, Avril Toben

MINUTES

Previous minutes were approved.

SCHOOL UPDATE

· Michelle congratulated everyone involved with the Burns Supper evening, expressing how it was again a fantastic night with great food and tremendous speeches from Brian McGowan, Alistair Kidd, Matthew Burgess and all heads of school.

· Callum Bryden – won an all expenses trip with UK Parliamentary Press Day Competition.

· Non-Uniform Day – Sixth Year students in particular had a great day with lots of elaborate costumes.

· Kate Feeney/Rachel Aitken – Got through to the 2nd Round of Debating in Law Society.

· Michael Moore Secretary of State for Scotland visit – Took various questions from pupils including the issues surrounding Tuition Fees.

· Young People (School Travel plan working group) – Looking at congestion in the High Street etc.

· Tree of Knowledge – S2 – Course choice programme, reports on Friday and meetings with Guidance teachers.

· Mr Burrell (Modern Studies) – Model United Nations – Hold first UN Conference in June with representation from private & state schools.

· Senior Prelims – Compacted into 1 week this year and to finish tomorrow.

· S4 Study Leave is being queried at the moment with the outcome given in due course.

· The School is moving forward with the implementation of GLOW to staff and pupils.
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· ICT – Computer equipment is to be refreshed by SBC from Primary Schools up to High Schools

· Curriculum for Excellence – Continues to evolve as 1st Year pupils have started the process.  Changes to the reporting process – trying to develop a report for CfE areas.

· Andrew Lowe Head of Social Work to visit

· Staffing – Cheryl Connor (Learning Support) is leaving to work with Adults with 

                                Learning difficulties.

                                Aileen Cockburn is retiring.
                                Principle Teacher of English & Literacy post has been advertised.

· Samantha Kinghorn was welcomed back to school- she will be attending 1 day a week from 25th February onwards.

TREASURERS REPORT

Bank balance at 31/1/11    2943.29

                                   Minus      37.92 (cheque to clear)
                                                2905.37

                                   Minus    675.34 (Burns expenses approx)

Funds available                     2230.03 (approx)

                                   Minus     400.00 (Leavers Dance)

                                                £1830.03

Income from Burns Supper      £708.75       (up from last year)

Expenses to date                          403.34
                                                         305.41

Estimated Kitchen Invoice           272.00
                                                        £  33.41

Donations for Plasma Screen     £  95.50

Bank balance approx                   £2230

6th Years – Made a profit from their Afterdance, discussions where money will go, with the possibility of some money going towards the Plasma Screen.

CORE GROUP

Three Councillors were in attendance Councillors Parker, Paton-Day and Watson.

PPP School – Amey are facilities Manager for the school over a 30yr period.

Core Group concerned about issues relating to school pitches and other outstanding items. Councillors debated this and other issues on Finance, Budgets and the ace metric week  (All SBC schools align with timetabling).  Normal times to continue at the moment with Peebles High School being used as a pilot project.  
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Core Group have asked if someone from the Sub-Group can attend their meetings.  Anyone wishing to do this please let me know.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Review of recent events – Burns Supper Evening

Hilary Morton handed over paperwork to Lynn for File for next year’s event.

Quantities to be noted for next year :-

· Veg Haggis – 12 were correct amount

· Haggis          - 160 people

· Turnips        - 35 needed (only orange)

· Potatoes     -  peeled by pupils (2 bags)

· Milk              - 3 x 4pt cartons

· Berrymeal   - 10 

· S4 Helpers   - 12 Students – but ask 16 (allows for withdrawal)

Tam O Shanter – not low down on a chair may be better on a platform to ensure he can be heard.

Matthew Burgess – to give name of someone for Tam O Shanter next year, or John Nicol.

Pupil Elliot Douglas – to learn Tam O Shanter and should be considered for 2 years time.

Lynn to send Thank you letters to speakers.

MARCH EVENT

Dance Festival – on calendar for 10th March (but have found out may be on 3rd March) will confirm 1st week back after Feb Hols – Committee to do refreshments.

Easter Concert – 31st March – Raffle/Refreshments – Voucher for Milestone to be purchased for raffle.

Date for Accessories evening – provisional date 9th November 2011

AGM – Wednesday 1st June 2011 

NEXT MEETING – 8th March at 7pm

Meeting closed at 8.35pm
EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

PARENT COUNCIL SUB-GROUP MEETING

AGENDA

Tuesday 8th March 2011
1. APOLOGIES

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

3. MATTERS ARISING

4. SCHOOL UP-DATE

5. TREASURERS REPORT 

6. CORE GROUP

7. FORTH COMING EVENTS

· Review of Dance Festival Refreshments

· Easter Concert – Refreshments

· AGM – Wed 1st June - Confirm numbers and venue

8. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS

9.   A.O.B.

      10.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING

